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; by SHIRLEY LAZAI RUS 

MORRISTOWN —- You are a.pub- 
lished author, and your book has 
been,a selection in the Reader’s 
‘Digest Condensed Books. autumn 


. 1970, and the picutre based on the 


book will be released March 15 with 


actress Rosalind Russell in the star- 


ring role. 

And you have been invite d to the 
fala opening, to share the Hmelight 
with Hollyw ood personalities, now 
that you are famous... , 

» Right? 

Wrong, ruefully admitted Dorothy 
Gilman, 17 Colles Ave., authoress of 

“The Unexpected Mrs. Pollifax,” 
re-dubbed “Mrs. Pollifax-Spy”” by 
the moviemakers. 

“No one has told me where the 
opening will be held, here in New 
York or on the West Coast,’ 


She hasn’t heard a word cither 


“about a world preiniere of the film 


*-(Furthermore, 


.in London on Feb. 17. 
she adimiited, she 


. first learned of the ay and saw 


. began long ago for D: 


cuts of the film just a few weeks 
‘ago, when it. was shown on TV 

ithe life of a writer just isn’t as 
romantic as our glories say it is, ob- 
served Mrs. Gilman. 

The roinance of ma 
Hee Gilman. 

Asa skinny, slight, ten-year-old in 
along green dress, Mrs. Gilman 


- remembers day-dreaming about the 


prize for 


being a writer, 


Remcureunrnrnenn | 


life of a fernale spy, possibly a glam- 
orous Mata Hari. 


It didn’t take long for those 
dreams to take a plunge, wien her 
interests turned toa future asa deep 
‘sea diver. 

Only efter she was awarded first 
a story in a local newsra- 


per in New Brunswick at age 11, did 
Dorothy Gilinan set-her cits oa 
“T guess a little bit of you is in 


she 


ebatieve ; 


swasn't happy 


every story you write,” she noted, 
Mirs. Poltifax is frorn New Druns- 
wick in the book. , 

After a mild success with an ever 
dozen books m rostly" for 
teenagers--the ‘fir st was @ Whiin- 
sical piece, “Enchanted Caravan,” 
in 1949-—she thought of a plot revoly- 
ing about a woman Spy. 

“Rather than the run-of-the-rnill 


be autiful eed: ” she explained, “I. . 


made her sweet and gr andmotherly, 
a most unlikely, lovable new can- 
didate for the ranks of secret 
agent.” : : 

Mrs. Gilian couldn't remomber 
how she chose the name Emily Fol- 
lifax, but it ssemed somehow to fit. 

The adventures that did happen to 
this believable character are sora 
how so unexpected and theieby 
hangs the success of the tale. 


China, needed to give Gray bility to 
her Story, sie said. 

A sacond Wirs. Pollifax adventure 

au equal success, was “The Amaz- 
Jing! M irs, Pollifax,’’ published by. 
Doudieday about a year ago. 
_ This takes the secrat agent to Tur- 
key for a go-around with our ‘“na- 
tion’s enemies,” under the cloak of 
the CIAL 

Tne third book in the series is 
“The Elusive Mrs. Pollifax,”” with 
_the sotting this time in 1 oleae. 

Completely intrigued and involved 
in the continuity of hirs, Pollfax, 
Lorothy Gilraea spent sore thae in 
Bulgaria as she was writing the 
bool, 

‘She noted tnat the Pollifax series 
has become her bread and butler, 
but that in-between a more serious 
novel, the ‘Uncertain Voyage,” a 


From the day “Tho Unexpecied1- psychological suspense story about 


Mrs, Pollifax x” was published in 
1985, it we s optioned’ by Fred Bris- 
son, fitsba tid of Rosalind Russell, 
Trouble with ihe ser’ ‘ptxeptitona 
shelf for a while; then Universal 
tricd to get it goin. said the attrac- 
tive, dark-haired novelist. . - 
Finally, United Artists took 
charge; Miss Russell got the lead. 
and the film was in production last . 
year. 
“JT understand Rosalind Russell 
liked the sta: *y line so miueh that she 
vith the raovie script, 
vated to the writing, UE ang 
’s maiden name for 
said firs. Gilman. 


she contri 
her moth 
secrecy Ge 


Nobody’ thought of co sulting the 
author, 

Part of the setting for the foreign 
intrigue was in Mexico and part in 
Albania. 


Mrs. Gilinan ecnfessed she had 
Hes Bh enin Albania, but hope ed 
that was also true of hor readers. 

Besides it was’ the only Evropean 


country with an affiliation with - 


a woman recovering frorn a nervous 
crack- -up had a measure of success. 
“My writing is pure escapism,” 
she said, ‘ ‘and is successful because 
of it.” 
“TI wrote as a hobby for years. 
Now it gets harder and harder be- 
cause people expact, more.” 


She admitted taking tne phone off . 


the hook and working at her type- 
Writer a minimum of six hours a 
day. 
The rewards for Dorotiy Gilman 
are evident. 

Just as soon as she learns the 
nearest theater that will be show- 
ing “Mrs, Pollifax- aoe she plans 


to buy her ticket and see her dream 
come alive, 
“Another dream is also dastined to 


core true. i 

Traveling has always beci high on 
her preferred list. 

Within the next several months, 
Soubleday is sending her to a Spa in: 
Switzerland, all expenses paid, for’ 
background on another Pollifax. 
book, still unnamed. 
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